SETTLING   CASES

;n't want your dirty daughters; lie's got a perfectly good wife of his
i who's clean about the house." He was completely flabbergasted
ai D. told him she didn't mind how many wives I had. But he didn't
sve her.

With the party of us that set out for the coast on 6th March was a
oner in irons. Shortly after the Bin Yemani affair he had held up a
id with a loaded camel merely in order to get his masters into trouble.
s masters seized him and brought him to me for judgment. This was
ible, and if he had been content to stay three days in jail, as I ordered,
matter would have ended there. However the Sultan's guards let him
.pe. The Sultan was worried lest I should know and set out with two
idred men to recapture him. The culprit had armed himself and was
pared to stand a siege. But 'Awadh bin 'Azzan persuaded him to sur-
der again and I felt he would be safer in Mukalla jail. Settling small
s like this, mostly with the invaluable advice of Seiyid Bubakr, helped
igs a lot. Other cases had settled themselves. I sometimes heard of
s in which a threat that they would be brought to my notice was enough
aiake aggressors settle. Even children were heard to settle their disputes
saying: " Shut up, or I'll tell Ingrams." I was told in Seiyun that cases of
elty to animals had practically ceased, owing to threats of the same
ore, but this was probably due to D, having dealt with a small boy who
j roughly handling a puppy.

An important item in our caravan was Seiyid' Abdur Rahman's lorry. I
5 anxious to take a lorry to show die beduin we considered ourselves
i to take anything we liked. My policy was to protect the beduin
ffic, but I was determined it would be protected because I said so and not
ause they thought we were afraid of them. So the lorry came with
beid and his hearties from Tarim to finish the road under my protection,
roposed to stop two days with them at Maadi and that they should start -
the easy end, i.e., the end furthest from Shihr and work towards Shihr.
wanted to be sure of getting the greater distance'done in case of more
uble. Seiyid Bubakr counselled otherwise. "Put them at the Shihr
1 and let them work towards home. They will work faster and can be
>re easily provisioned from Shihr." Of course he was right
The first night we fulfilled our engagement with the Bin Yemani at
sib. They gave us a wonderful reception, 'Urna* Tuheish and all tibe
jils with a long line of tribesmen were drawn up at the roadside when
s cars came to a halt and fired feux dejoie in great abandon. Wfaefc I had
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